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BELIEF STATEMENTS FOR VISUAL ARTS EDUCATION 
 

 

 

WE BELIEVE The elements, principles, styles and forms in the visual arts are the same across all grade levels 

but the level of study increases as students progress through the grades. 
 

WE BELIEVE…. In Grade K-5, young children experiment enthusiastically with art materials and investigate the 

ideas presented to them through visual arts instruction.  They exhibit a sense of joy and excitement as they make and share 

their artwork with others.  Creation is at the heart of this instruction.  Students learn to work with various tools, processes, 

and media.  They learn to coordinate their hands and minds in explorations of the visual world.  They learn to make 

choices that enhance communication of their ideas.   

 

WE BELIEVE….As they move from kindergarten through the early grades, students develop skills of observation, 

and they learn to examine the objects and events of their lives.  At the same time, they grow in their ability to describe, 

interpret, evaluate, and respond to work in the visual arts.  Through examination of their own work and that of other 

people, times, and places, students learn to unravel the essence of artwork and to appraise its purpose and value.  Through 

these efforts, students begin to understand the meaning and impact of the visual world in which they live. 

 

WE BELIEVE….In Grade 6-8, students' visual expressions become more individualistic and imaginative.  The 

problem-solving activities inherent in art making help them develop cognitive, affective, and psychomotor skills.  They 

select and transform ideas, discriminate, synthesize and appraise, and they apply these skills to their expanding knowledge 

of the visual arts and to their own creative work.  Students understand that making and responding to works of visual art 

are inextricably interwoven and that "perception, analysis, and critical judgment are inherent to both.

 

WE BELIEVE …Their own art making becomes infused with a variety of images and approaches.  They learn that 

preferences of others may differ from their own.  Students refine the questions that they ask in response to artworks.  This 

leads them to an appreciation of multiple artistic solutions and interpretations.  Study of historical and cultural contexts 

gives students insights into the role played by the visual arts in human achievement.  As they consider examples of visual 

art works within historical contexts, students gain a deeper appreciation of their own values, of the values of other people, 

and the connection of the visual arts to universal human needs, values, and beliefs.  They understand that the art of a 

culture is influences by aesthetic ideas as well as by social, political, economic, and other factors.  Through these efforts, 

students develop an understanding of the meaning and importance of the visual world in which they live. 

 

WE BELIEVE… in Grade 9-12, students develop deeper and more profound works of visual art that reflect the 

maturation of their credit and problem-solving skills.  Students understand the multifaceted interplay of different *media, 

styles, forms, techniques, and processes in the creation of their work. 

 

WE BELIEVE… Students develop increasing abilities to pose insightful questions about contexts, processes, and 

criteria for evaluation.  They use these questions to examine works in light of various analytical methods and to express 

sophisticated ideas about visual relationships using precise terminology.  They can evaluate artistic character and aesthetic 

qualities in works of art, nature, and human-made environments.  They can reflect on the nature of human involvement in 

art as a viewer, creator, and participant. 

 

WE BELIEVE…Students understand the relationships among art forms and between their own work and that of 

others.  They are able to relate understandings about the historical and cultural contexts of art to situations in 

contemporary life.  They have a broad and in-depth understanding of the meaning and importance of the visual world in 

which they live. 



 


